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JACK KENT COOKE RECIPIENT MARLON PENA
CRESPO NAMED HUDSON COUNTY COMMUNITY

COLLEGE CLASS OF 2026 VALEDICTORIAN

arlon Pefia Crespo was named
the Hudson County Community
College (HCCC) Class of 2026

Valedictorian. He addressed graduates,
family members, faculty, staff, and
guests at the College’s 49th Annual
Commencement Ceremony on May 19,
2026, at Sports Illustrated Stadium in
Harrison, NJ.

Marlon graduated with an Associate
in Science degree in Computer Science
and a perfect 4.0 grade point average.
A member of the Phi Theta Kappa
International Honor Society, he was also
awarded the prestigious Jack Kent Cooke
Undergraduate Transfer  Scholarship,
one of the nation’s most competitive
scholarships for community college
students. This fall, he will continue his
education at Columbia University.

After arriving in the United States
from Cuba, Marlon adapted to a new
educational system and transformed that
experience into a commitment to using
technology for social impact. His work
focuses on leveraging Artificial Intelligence
(AI) to improve access to resources for
underserved  communities  through
human-centered, scalable solutions.

Earlier this year, Marlon completed
the inaugural Al for Impact New Jersey
Community College Fellowship as a
Product Management Intern. Selected
from a pool of 89 applicants, he developed
a bilingual spatial data tool to map local

Hudson County Community College Class
of 2026 Valedictorian Marlon Pefia Crespo
earned the prestigious Jack Kent Cooke
Undergraduate Transfer Scholarship and
will continue his education at Columbia
University this fall.

resources and created a chatbot providing
real-time guidance for immigrant
communities navigating social systems.
The program was created through a
partnership among the New Jersey Office
of Innovation, the New Jersey Council
of County Colleges, and the New Jersey
Economic Development Authority, with
InnovateUS facilitating the fellowship
experience.

The HCCC Class of 2026 included more
than 1,700 graduates, making it the largest
graduating class in the College’s history.

ON THE COVER: Hudson County Community College celebrated the achievements of
the Class of 2026 during Commencement exercises on May 19, honoring graduates whose
perseverance, leadership, and determination reflect the spirit of HCCC. Surrounded by
family, friends, faculty, and staff, students crossed the stage to mark the culmination of
their academic journeys and the beginning of new opportunities ahead.

COLLEGE EVENTS CALENDAR

For the most up-to-date information,
please visit https://www.hccc.edu/calendar.

Hudson County Community College reserves the right to modify
the calendar as necessary.
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HUDSON COUNTY COMMUNITY COLLEGE RECOGNIZED AS A ‘TOP COLLEGE

FOR INNOVATION’ BY INSIGHT INTO ACADEMIA MAGAZINE

udson County Community College
H (HCCC) received the 2026 “Top
Colleges for Innovation” Award
from Insight Into Academia Magazine, the
nation’s longest-running publication dedi-

cated to advancing best practices in higher
education.

“We thank Insight Into Academia for this
honor, and we celebrate our faculty and
staff who work tirelessly to support stu-
dent success,” said Dr. Christopher Reber,
President of Hudson County Community
College. “This award reflects our College-
wide commitment to innovation. Hudson
is Home!”

The “Top Colleges for Innovation”
Award recognizes institutions where cre-
ativity and measurable impact are embed-
ded into efforts to meet the evolving needs
of students, employees, and businesses.
HCCC was recognized for integrating in-
novation into its mission, strategic plan,
partnerships, programs, curricula, and ca-
reer pathways.

Among the initiatives highlighted were:
« Hudson Scholars, the Bellwether Award-

NEWS FROM HUDSON COUNTY EXECUTIVE CRAIG GUY

Hudson County Executive Craig Guy Thanks HCCC President Dr. Christopher Reber for Years of Ser-
vice, Commits to Ensuring HCCC Remains a Statewide Leader in Educational Opportunities

nounced that he accepted the position

of President of Harrisburg University
of Science and Technology in Harrisburg,
Pennsylvania. County Executive Craig Guy
thanks Dr. Reber for his eight years of ser-
vice at Hudson County Community Col-
lege. Working in partnership with Hudson
County, Dr. Reber, and the school’s Board
of Trustees, HCCC has become a pillar of
the county’s higher education community.
Students leave HCCC well prepared for
continuing their education or entering the
workforce.

In April, Dr. Christopher M. Reber an-

While the search for a new president
continues, Hudson County remains com-
mitted to ensuring HCCC remains a first-
rate educational institution. In 2024,
County Executive Guy worked with Dr.

winning student success model that has
significantly increased completion rates
and reduced equity gaps for underrepre-
sented students.

+ Gateway to Innovation (GTI), which
connects service industry workers to
recession-resistant careers through work-
force training and industry-recognized
credentials.

+ The Holz Technik Apprenticeship Pro-
gram with Eastern Millwork, Inc., which
provides debt-free pathways to degrees
and engineering careers in advanced
manufacturing.

« Partnerships with the New Jersey Reen-

Reber and Congressman Rob Menendez to
secure a $1.75 million Strengthening Com-
munity Colleges Training Grant. Grant
funding expanded HCCC’s Gateway to In-
novation program’s capacity to provide
training that addresses the skill needs of
employers in the Hudson County Financial
Services and Technology sectors. HCCC
was the only New Jersey recipient of the
funding in Round Four of this grant. Addi-
tionally, Hudson County provided funding
for the Center for Student Success, a new
facility which will include 24 classrooms,
expanded student services areas and com-
mon spaces, a full regulation-size NCAA
gym, fitness center, black-box theater, and
health sciences laboratories. Finally, in
partnership with the Hudson County Im-
provement Authority and Hudson County
Economic Development Corporation,

Hudson County Community
College (HCCC) was named
a “Top College for Innova-
tion” by Insight Into Aca-
demia Magazine. The HCCC
Hudson Scholars program
that increases completion
and reduces achievement
gaps is just one of the Col-
lege’s innovative programs.
Pictured here, graduating
HCCC students are honored
as Hudson Scholars.

try Corporation that provide workforce
credentials for formerly incarcerated
individuals.

+ Innovative employee onboarding,
STEM research opportunities, and the
College’s Artificial Intelligence Strategy
and Governance Council, which guides
responsible Al adoption across teaching,
learning, and operations.

“The Insight Into Academia Top Colleges
for Innovation Award is a prestigious na-
tional distinction honoring institutions
driving the next chapter of higher educa-
tion,” said publisher Holly Mendelson.

HCCC conducts an internship program to
connect local businesses with students. In
2025 alone, 28 interns were placed with
over 30 corporate partners.

County Executive Guy is proud to stand
alongside Hudson County Community Col-
lege, its Board of Trustees, faculty, staff,
and administration as partners in ensuring
that this important institution continues
to open doors and create opportunities for
our students. And we will continue work-
ing together with HCCC to make higher
education accessible, affordable, and at-
tainable for all those who wish to pursue it.
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MILESTONES [

Congratulations to the following on
their Hudson County Community
College anniversaries!

FULL-TIME EMPLOYEES

One Year:
Josefa Flores
Zachary Forrest
Aires Gomes
Melanie Lopez
Harshkumar Patel
Samantha Ramirez

Five Years
Katherine Morales

10 Years
David Clark
Veronica Gerosimo
Priscilla Ochoa

PART-TIME EMPLOYEES

One Year
Anuvhuti Bisht
Paul Brandao
Dale Chandler
Kaysan Deodat
Aaron Garcia
Nour El Houda Hadjimi
Angela Lopez-Siguenza
Yadhira Moranchel
Vrunda Patel
Javier Paz
Jennifer Perez
Emmanuel Rodriguez
Bryan Rondon
Samuel Said

Five Years
Patricia Gonzalez Feliz
Anthony Jenkins
Djadji Sylla-Samassa
Igor Tserkun

10 Years
Asia Abazeid

25 Years
George Testa

For Recruitment and
Job Opportunities visit:

https://schooljobs.com/careers/hccc

National Institute for Staff and
Organizational Development
https://www.nisod.or:

- Did you know our EAP assists with

Disaster Preparedness?

Employee Assistance Program
https://eap.ndbh.com

. (company code: HCCC)

RETIREMENT

¢ Emanuele Infurna, Facilities Worker

RESIGNATIONS

Carmen Pelardis, Faculty -

i Nursing Program

: Christopher Reber, President

FULL-TIME STAFF

¢ Crystal Foster, Benefits and
i Leave Specialist, Human Resources

Cynthia Reyes, Director, Talent Manage-
ment, Human Resources

. Cristina Vazquez, Program Coordinator,
¢ Continuing Education

TEMPORARY FULL-TIME

STAFF

A Maryam Arkkou, Financial Aid Assistant

Karina Arango, Student Success Manager

Kadiatou Camara, Admissions Advisor

. Fabiola Occean, Student Success Manager

APPROVAL OF

SABBATICAL LEAVE

Karen Galli, Humanities and Social Sci-

ences with Proposed Project - "Completion
of Dissertation: The Counter-Memory
of Chinese American Identity in Graphic

¢ Novels through Narratives of Return."

. Clive Li, Science, Technology, Engineering

and Mathematics with Proposed Project -
"Torrefied Pistachio Shell as a Renewable
Filler for Petroleum-Based Plastics."

Working Advantage

https://hccc.savings.workingadvantage.
com/home

REAPPOINTMENT
OF TENURE-TRACK

FACULTY FOR
ACADEMIC YEAR
2026-27

Sharon Daughtry, Business
Yavuz Guner, Computer Science
Sovi Pujols, English

Dr. Benedetto Youssef, English

Keeley Thornton, English as a Second
Language

Amanda Velez, English as a Second
Language

Michelle Vera, English as a Second
Language

Bianka Zeneli, Health and Medical
Sciences

Robert Hamer, Hospitality Management

Gabriel Holder, Medical Billing and
Coding

Annie Barran, Nursing
Griselda Frane, Nursing
Steffi Montenegro, Nursing
Nancy Saliba, Nursing
Joanie Scott, Nursing

Sony Thomas, Nursing

Dr. Josue Perez, Philosophy
Richard Morris III, Physics
Dr. Kade Thurman, Sociology

Sebastian Pieciak, Speech and
Communication

Marissa Lontoc, Table Service

MODIFICATIONS TO
STAFFING TABLE

Ronny Canales, Administrative Assistant,
Science, Technology, Engineering and
Mathematics

Irma Williams, Associate Registrar,
Enrollment Services


https://www.nisod.org/
https://eap.ndbh.com/
https://hccc.savings.workingadvantage.com/home 
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HCCC Happenings

THE HUDSON
IS HOME
WELLNESS
SPOTLIGHT

Men’s Health: Fueling Strength,
Energy, and Well-Being All Month Long

June invites a renewed focus on men’s
health — a chance to highlight the hab- :
its, routines, and conversations that help
men feel stronger, more energized, and
more supported in their daily lives. Men’s
health is shaped by many factors: physi- :
cal activity, nutrition, mental resilience, :
preventive care, and the relationships that :
anchor overall well-being. When men have
the tools and encouragement to prioritize
themselves, their health journeys become :

more sustainable and empowering,

This month presents an opportunity :
for men — and those who care about them
— to take meaningful steps toward better
health. That might look like scheduling a :
long-overdue check-up, adding movement :
into the day, learning about heart and : of understanding (MOU) that expands
metabolic health, or opening up about :
stress. Even small shifts can create lasting
: students pursuing careers in the rapidly

growing cannabis industry.

momentum.

Throughout June, let’s uplift the men :
in our communities by promoting aware- :

. . : President for Academic Affairs Dr. Darryl
ness, sharing resources, and fostering en- :

vironments where strength is defined not i Jones and Stockton University Provost and

just by physical power, but by balance, con- . Vice President for Academic Affairs Dr. Mi-
. chael A. Palladino, the agreement enables
i students earning an HCCC Associate of
i Science (A.S.) in Business Administration
with the Cannabis Studies Option to trans-
i fer directly into Stockton’s Bachelor of Sci-
i ence (B.S.) in Hemp and Cannabis Manage-

i ment program.

nection, and proactive self-care.

CDC: https://www.cdc.gov/nchs/fastats/

mens-health.htm

United Healthcare: https://www.uhc.
com/health-and-wellness/health-topics/

mens-health

Men’s Health: https://tamh.menshealth-
network.org/sleep-apnea-education-
week-2026/

YouTube: https://youtu.be/
leYVnS35Fg?si=QlW4ka EkOLZm9vl

do?si=ftkOBSNcglRC4bzk

HUDSON COUNTY COMMUNITY COLLEGE AND

RUTGERS UNIVERSITY-NEWARK SIGN
CONNECT TRANSFER PATHWAYS AGREEMENT

RUTGER

n Monday, May 4, Hudson
OCounty Community College
(HCCC) and Rutgers Universi-
ty—Newark officially launched the CON-
NECT Transfer Program—expanding
seamless pathways from associate to

bachelor’s degrees with enhanced trans-
fer, advising, and support.

Pictured here: Dr. Tonya Smith-Jackson,
Chancellor of Rutgers University-New-
ark and Dr. Christopher Reber, Presi-
dent of Hudson County Community Col-
lege.

HUDSON COUNTY COMMUNITY COLLEGE AND
STOCKTON UNIVERSITY EXPAND ARTICULATION

AGREEMENT TO INCLUDE PATHWAY TO
HEMP AND CANNABIS BUSINESS MANAGEMENT

BACHELOR’S DEGREE

udson County Community College
(HCCC) and Stockton University
have signed a new memorandum

upon a 2022 articulation agreement and
creates a seamless transfer pathway for

Signed on April 28, 2026 by HCCC Vice

“This program-to-program agreement

i saves students time and tuition costs by
eliminating duplication of courses, allow-
. ing them to earn their degrees in a more
seamless and timely manner,” said HCCC
i President Dr. Christopher Reber. The
i agreement also includes conditional dual
i admission, joint advising, and special pro-

Tedx Talks: https://youtu.be/4nWcEtUV4 grams for participating students.

Stockton University was the first in-

. stitution in New Jersey to offer an under-
: graduate degree in Cannabis Studies. The

STOCKTON |

UNIVERSITY

Hudson County Community College Vice
President for Academic Affairs Dr. Dar-
ryl Jones (left) and Stockton University
Provost and Vice President for Academic
Affairs Dr. Michael A. Palladino signed an
expanded agreement.

partnership will help prepare students for
careers in one of the nation’s fastest-grow-
ing industries through specialized business
education and practical workforce training.

Information about the HCCC Associ-
ate of Science in Business Administration
- Cannabis Studies Option degree pro-
gram is available at https://www.hccc.edu/

programs-courses/academic-pathways/

business-culinary-hospitality/cannabis-as.
html.
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The Hudson County Community College Foundation Art Collection of 2,200+ works is installed in the public areas of campus
buildings. The entire College is an educational art museum. This Collection reveals aspects of America’s and New Jersey’s rich
artistic and cultural history from the Hudson River School period to today. In recent years, the College’s acquisition efforts
have focused on strengthening its American and New Jersey modern and contemporary collections.

Each month, this page in HCCC Happenings provides updates on artists whose works are in the Collection, and new additions

to the Collection.

Congratulations to the 2025-26
HCCC Foundation Art Award winners!

From the largest pool of applicants
ever, our judges carefully reviewed the
submissions, and chose works by students
Mariana Flor and Monica Anais Brito to
receive the $500 Foundation Art Award
purchase awards, and students Jamall
Daniels, Wendy De Aramas Dominguez,
Usha Shivnarayan, and Max Villa to win
the four $150 art supplies awards. We
wish all our art students well on their
wonderful artistic journeys.

Thanks to the HCCC Foundation which has
funded this prize every year since 2011. We
now have over 30 student award-winning
Art Collection works either framed and up
on our campus walls, or on their way!

ARTIST NEWS

Two works by Hudson Valley artist Don
Nice are on view at the North Hudson
Campus, a small print in the Gabert
Library, and a huge watercolor on the
second floor. An exhibit called: “Don Nice:
Early Works, 1963-68” will be on view at
Craig Starr Gallery at 5 E. 73rd Street in
Manhattan through August 21, 2026. If
you like giant paintings of fruit, you’ll love
this show.

You can see Joan Semmel’s work in the
studio art room, 516 Gabert Library. The

2,

Monica Anais Brito, You Said
You Were Gonna Grow Up,
2026 Watercolor, 11.7"x 8.3"

artist is also the subject of two recent
exhibits, at the Jewish Museum on Fifth
Avenue and Alexander Gray Associates
in New York City, as well as a wonderful
article in Hpyperallergic entitled ‘Joan
Semmel Is Doing Her Best Work at 93.”
(https://hyperallergic.com/joan-semmel-

is-doing-her-best-work-at-93/?ref=daily-

newsletter)

In the article Semmel talks about how
she responds to the accolades she’s now
receiving: “I'm told how I've been an
inspiration to them, and of course, it’s
very flattering to hear,” she said. “I never
started out to be an inspiration. I started
out to just do what I've tried to do. It’s just

Mariana Flor, Behind Those Curtains (2025),
Charcoal, 18" x 24"

because I got to be 93 years old, and I'm
still talking.”

Last year, donor Charles Kessler gave
us a 1974 mixed-media work by George
Herms. Recently, in an obituary about
the artist who died this April, the writer
Matt Stromberg said, “He transformed
found materials and cast-off debris into
poetic representations of impermanence,
suffused with pathos and humor.” We
look forward to installing our example
of this in the new building next year.
(https://hyperallergic.com/george-herms-
titan-of-west-coast-assemblage-dies-at-
90/?ref=daily-newsletter)

A collection of this scale requires ongoing conservation, archival storage and framing, expert art handling, and profes-
sional stewardship to ensure the works remain accessible and preserved for future generations. To support this work, the
HCCC Foundation is building an endowment for the Foundation Art Collection and seeking philanthropic support to help
preserve, interpret, and share these works with students and the community for years to come.

Please consider supporting the Foundation Art Collection financially by making a gift at https://www.hccc.edu/com-
munity/foundation/index.html or emailing foundation@hccc.edu for more information on how you can help.
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Office of
Institutional Engagement

and Excellence

presents

Clockwise from top, performances from “Keep Hope Alive: A Gospel Celebration Honoring
the Legacy of Reverend Jesse Jackson:” Anointed Voices of Mt. Pisgah AME Church, Rhudy

HUDSON COUNTY COMMUNITY COLLEGE PRESENTS ‘KEEP HOPE ALIVE:
A GOSPEL CELEBRATION HONORING THE LEGACY OF REVEREND JESSE JACKSON’

Snelling, Jr., Helen Marla White and Trinity Lutheran Church Music Ministry.

everend Jesse Jackson, ordained
Ras a Baptist minister in 1968, ex-

tended his ministry far beyond
the pulpit. Known as “a preacher without
boundaries,” he advocated for people who
were poor, marginalized, and underserved.
Throughout his life, Reverend Jackson
fought against segregation and voting re-
strictions while championing affordable
housing, fair wages, and universal health-
care. His iconic “Keep Hope Alive” speech
at the 1988 Democratic National Conven-
tion inspired millions, and his legacy con-
tinued to influence generations following
his passing.

In recognition of Reverend Jackson’s
impact on civil rights and faith communi-
ties, Hudson County Community College
(HCCC) presented “Keep Hope Alive: A
Gospel Celebration Honoring the Legacy
of Reverend Jesse Jackson” on Thursday,
April 30, 2026, at the HCCC Culinary Con-

ference Center in Jersey City. The event cel-
ebrated the enduring connection between
gospel music, faith, and social justice.

HCCC President Dr. Christopher Reber
welcomed guests, and Reverend Dr. Doro-
thy Patterson of Wallace Temple A.M.E.
Zion Church in Bayonne served as Mis-
tress of Ceremonies. The program featured
introductory remarks by Dr. Yeurys Pujols,
HCCC Vice President for Institutional En-
gagement and Excellence; an invocation
delivered by Reverend Dr. Bertha Reels; a
tribute reading by HCCC student Morgan
Thompson; and musical performances by
Rhudy Snelling, Jr., Helen White, Trinity
Lutheran Church Choir Jersey City, and
The Anointed Voices of Mt. Pisgah. Closing
remarks were delivered by HCCC Trustee
Emerita Pamela Gardner.

Rooted in ancestral African musical
traditions, gospel music historically fea-
tured a cappella singing, call-and-response

son County Community College Foundation- - 7
Thursday, December 3, 2026 | 6 p.m.

participation, rhythmic hand-clapping,
and foot-stomping. Emerging from tra-
ditional Christian hymns and spirituals,
gospel music became a powerful symbol of
hope, faith, and resistance. In his book, The
Black Church: This Is Our Story, This Is Our
Song, Dr. Henry Louis Gates, Jr. wrote that
gospel music inspired courage and unity
among enslaved people and later served as
a source of strength during the Civil Rights
Movement. Gospel music also influenced
the development of blues, jazz, swing,
rhythm and blues, and soul music.

“Keep Hope Alive: A Gospel Celebration
Honoring the Legacy of Reverend Jesse
Jackson” was presented by the HCCC Afri-
can American Outreach Committee.

Culinary Conference Center
161 Newkirk Street, Jersey City, NJ 07306

Details to follow!
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MISSION 50 INTERNAL PITCH COMPETITION HIGHLIGHTS
STUDENT INNOVATION

Student teams competed in

he Mission 50-sponsored Internal

I Pitch Competition was held on
Tuesday, April 21, 2026, in the
Follett Lounge of the Culinary Arts
Building, showcasing the creativity
and entrepreneurial spirit of student

innovators. Five student teams competed
for cash prizes, presenting business ideas

ity

to a panel of our very own judges.

Top honors went to Smooth Operator,
which earned first place and the
opportunity to represent the College at
the upcoming County Pitch Competition
against Saint Peter’s University, Stevens
Institute of Technology, and New Jersey

HUDSON COUNTY COMMUNITY COLLEGE HOSTS
‘SEND SILENCE PACKING’ MENTAL HEALTH

AWARENESS EXHIBIT

HCCC’s Mental Health Counseling & Well-
ness Office partnered with the Active
Minds Club to bring “Send Silence Pack-
ing®” to the College.

n Thursday, April 16, Hudson
OCounty Community College wel-

comed the nationally recognized
“Send Silence Packing®” exhibit to the
College’s North Hudson Campus. Hosted
by the HCCC Mental Health Counseling
& Wellness Office in partnership with Ac-
tive Minds, the event invited everyone to
engage in important conversations sur-
rounding mental health awareness and
suicide prevention.

Rooted in storytelling and immersive
visual displays, “Send Silence Packing®”
shared the personal experiences of youth
and young adults navigating mental health
challenges and the silence that often sur-
rounds suicide. Through mixed-media
exhibits and personal narratives, the pro-

g

By sharing personal stories and experienc-
es, "Send Silence Packing®" encouraged our
community to break the silence surround-
ing mental health and suicide.

gram encouraged empathy, hope, and con-
nection while helping reduce stigma asso-
ciated with mental health struggles.

The exhibit has reached more than
one million visitors in over 300 communi-
ties nationwide and continues to serve as
a powerful catalyst for changing the way
people think, talk, and feel about men-
tal health. Attendees at HCCC explored
educational resources, support tools, and
messages promoting wellness and under-
standing.

HCCC was proud to host "Send Silence
Packing®," a meaningful exhibit that used
storytelling and art to foster understand-
ing, compassion, and mental health aware-
ness.

an Internal Pitch Competition sponsored by Mission 50.

Institute of Technology. Nestera captured
second place, followed by HCCC Pulse in
third place.

The event highlighted the strength of
experiential learning at the College and
Mission 50’s continued commitment to
supporting student entrepreneurship.

Hudson County
Community College
about you and

Are you experiencing
stress, depression,
or anxiety?

Difficulty adjusting
to the College
Environment?

Dealing with mental
health and wellness?

Please complete the General Concern Form
Click here: https://tinyurl.com/HCCC-Care or
scan the QR code. The form is NOT monitored
24/7.

A member of the CARE team will respond to
your request during regular business hours.
If you need immediate help call or text 988

or visit https://988lifeline.org
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HUDSON COUNTY COMMUNITY COLLEGE
VALEDICTORIAN AWARDED PRESTIGIOUS
JACK KENT COOKE FOUNDATION
UNDERGRADUATE TRANSFER SCHOLARSHIP

udson County Community College
H Class of 2026 Valedictorian

Marlon Pefia Crespo has been
named a recipient of the prestigious Jack
Kent Cooke Foundation Undergraduate
Transfer Scholarship. Selected from a pool
of 1,300 applicants nationwide, Marlon
is one of only 60 community college
students to earn the highly competitive
award, which provides up to $55,000
annually for as many as three years to help
students complete their bachelor’s degrees
with minimal debt. Marlon plans to attend
Columbia University.

“We are so proud of Marlon and
everything he has accomplished,” said
HCCC President Dr. Christopher Reber.
“He is a brilliant example of how a
commitment to academic success can
transform one’s life and help improve the
lives of others.”

A resident of West New York and
member of Phi Theta Kappa International
Honor Society, Marlon is graduating with
an Associate in Science degree in Computer
Science and a perfect 4.0 GPA. Originally
from Cuba, he overcame the challenges of
adapting to a new academic system while
pursuing his passion for technology and
Artificial Intelligence to address real-world

Hudson County Community College Class :
of 2026 Valedictorian Marlon Pefia Crespo
has been awarded the highly competitive '

Jack Kent Cooke Foundation Undergradu- : ;
¢ Congratulations to

Community  College
i Vice President for Student Affairs and

Earlier this year, Marlon participated :
in the inaugural AI for Impact Newg
Jersey Community College Fellowship :
as a Product Management Intern, where :
he developed bilingual technology tools§ PTK students, the award recognizes college
to support immigrant communities. In:
Cookeé
Scholars receive advising, internship, study : President Dr. Christopher Reber presented
abroad, and graduate school opportunities :

through a nationwide network of scholars :
i May 13.

PHI THETA KAPPA HONOR SOCIETY NEWS -

ate Transfer

challenges.

addition to financial support,

and alumni.

Congratulations to the newest inductees of Phi Theta Kappa, recognized on May 1 for their
academic achievement, leadership, and commitment to excellence. Membership in PTK :
reflects the hard work and determination that define Hudson County Community College :

students, and we are proud to celebrate this important milestone with them.

HCCC SENIOR VICE
PRESIDENT LISA
DOUGHERTY RECEIVES
PHI THETA KAPPA
INTERNATIONAL HONOR
SOCIETY DISTINGUISHED
COLLEGE ADMINISTRA-
TOR AWARD

Hudson

County
(HCCC) Senior

Enrollment Dr. Lisa Dougherty, who
was named a Phi Theta Kappa (PTK)
International Honor Society Distinguished
College Administrator. Nominated by HCCC

leaders who demonstrate an outstanding
commitment to student success. HCCC

Dr. Dougherty with the award during the
College’s Town Hall meeting on Wednesday,

The Hudson County
Community College
Foundation

24th Annual
Golf Outing
Monday, June 22, 2026

Brooklake Country Club
Florham Park, NJ

{{" <
NS
HLle‘Ol\\T'\jl |

$ 1 -
county /i 1 l

COMMUNITY COLLEGE

FOUNDATION ~




EARLY COLLEGE GRADUATION
Students received recognition for their achievements in the Early
College Program during a ceremony held on Thursday, April 16.

CLUB &
LEADER

. RECOGNITION

! HCCCrecognized student club
executive board members
and their advisors during

a Student Leader & Club
Recognition event on Friday,
April 17.

ACADEMIC ACHIEVEMENT

& EXCELLENCE AWARDS

On Wednesday, April 29, we celebrated our students' successes at The
Annual Academic Achievement & Excellence Awards in the Culinary
Conference Center.

EOF GRADS

The Educational Opportunity Fund (EOF) Program recognized
outstanding students at its EOF Graduation Celebration on
Thursday, April 30.

For more photos from these events go to:
https://www.flickr.com/photos/hudsonccc/albums

Volume 28, ISSUE 6

\‘\ '~ GRAD SALUTES

M—
The Class of 2026 were in
m celebration mode during
Graduation Salutes at
Journal Square Campus

(April 16) and North Hudson
Campus (April 22).

STUDENT PARENT GRADUATION

On Sunday, May 3, HCCC celebrated the accomplishments of our
student parents, recognizing the dedication and resilience that helped
them reach this important milestone.

LAVENDER GRADUATION

The College honored the achievements and contributions of
graduating LGBTQIA+ students at Lavender Graduation Ceremony
on Monday, May 4.

HUDSON SCHOLARS
GRAD EVENT

The Hudson Scholars Program
celebrated the cohort of 2026
graduates at a ceremony on Tuesday,

- t\,.
" ﬁ
ALPHA SIGMA LAMBDA

INDUCTION CEREMONY

HCCC'’s chapter of Alpha Sigma Lambda, an honor society for adult
learners at community colleges, inducted new members at a ceremony
on Tuesday, May 12.



https://www.flickr.com/photos/hudsonccc/albums

HCCC Happenings
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AMERICAN CHEMICAL
SOCIETY INDUCTION
The HCCC chapter of the American Chemical Society (ACS) held its
induction ceremony on Friday, May 8.

i

TRI-ALPHA INDUCTION CEREMONY

The College inducted a new class of Alpha Alpha Alpha Honor Society
members on Friday, May 8. Tri-Alpha supports first-generation college
students, faculty, staff, and alumni.

—

KENTE GRADUATION

HCCCrecognized the educational and cultural achievement of students
representing the African diaspora at its Kente Graduation ceremony on
Monday, May 11.

SIGMA KAPPA DELTA INDUCTION
Members were inducted into the Omicron Epsilon chapter of
Sigma Kappa Delta at Hudson County Community College in a
ceremony on Tuesday, May 12

AR \ * ol L X
GRAD BBQS 7he Office of Student Life and Leadership
got Commencement festivities started with Graduation BBQs at
the North Hudson Campus and Journal Square Campus on
May 13 and 14.

THE NATIONAL SOCIETY OF
LEADERSHIP AND SUCCESS

The National Society of Leadership and Success (NSLS) welcomed
new members at its induction ceremony on Wednesday, May 13.

ESL TO GRADUATION

On Thursday, May 14, HCCC honored graduating students who be-
gan their journeys in Hudson'’s ESL Program during the “ESL to Grad-
uation: A Celebration” event.

s B

GRADUATION FORMAL
Graduates and guests danced the night away at the Graduation
Formal on Friday, May 15, held at Liberty House.
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PROFESSIONAL ASSOCIATION HOSTS

BENEFITS FAIR

ISON COU?
CO

Pictured from left: Raffi Manjikian, Bianka Zeneli, Laura Samuelsen, and Christine Petersen.

n Thursday, April 30, Hudson
OCounty Community  College’s
Professional Association held a
Benefits Fair, allowing full-time faculty
to meet representatives from medical,

retirement, and mental health service
providers.

The Professional Association represents
full-time faculty including instructors,
assistant professors, associate professors
and professors.
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PROFESSIONAL

NOTES

t a statewide convening hosted
Aby Princeton University on April

17, Hudson County Community
College faculty members Dr. Sean Egan
and Antonio Acevedo highlighted the
impact of the Hudson Oral History
Project, an initiative that invites students
to preserve the stories and memories
of residents in Jersey City’s Journal
Square neighborhood. Their presentation
demonstrated how humanities education
students with their
fostering deeper
understanding of local history, culture,

can connect

communities while
and lived experiences. The event convened
community
colleges across New Jersey to explore the
role of the humanities in higher education
and civic engagement.

humanities faculty from

The HCCC Summer Advantage:

FREE Summer Classes
are back at HCCC!

Classes begin on:
Summer Il - July 13, 2026

You read that right, you can earn college credit
in Summer 2026 —for FREE!

For full eligibility details and information,
please scan the QR code or go to:

https://www.hccc.edu/admissions/summer/summer-advantage/index.html

Course schedule available: www.hccc.edu/schedule

HUDSON HEADLINERS!

School of Humanities and Social Sciences

The Hudson County Community College School of Humanities
and Social Sciences offers a wide range of innovative and
engaging academic programs designed to prepare students
for meaningful careers and continued educational success in
today’s evolving world.

In this newest episode of “Hudson Headliners,"you'll learn about
the degree and certificate programs offered in Criminal Justice,
Psychology, Sociology, and Human Services to Education,
English, ESL, Modern Languages, Speech, Communications,
History, Studio Arts, and Theatre Arts.

Tune into—
https://www.hccc.edu/news-media/headliners/index.html

Now Featuring

Watch for news about the next Hudson Headliners!



https://www.hccc.edu/admissions/summer/summer-advantage/index.html
http://www.hccc.edu/schedule
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The HCCC family welcomed its youngest members for a day of learning, laughter, and discovery at TODAS.

n April 23, 2026, the HCCC cam-
O pus was filled with excitement and

youthful energy as the College wel-
comed the next generation of dreamers
and leaders for Take Our Daughters and
Sons to Work Day (TODAS). Children of
faculty and staff spent the day exploring
the College, participating in interactive ac-
tivities, and learning more about the many
careers that help keep HCCC thriving.

One of the highlights of the day was a
series of fun and engaging interview activ-
ities where participants confidently shared
their future aspirations. Their creativity,
curiosity, and ambition brought smiles to
everyone they encountered and served as a
powerful reminder of the limitless poten-
tial of future generations.

STAR LUNCHEON

The Human Resources team, from left:
Suhani Aggarwal, Stephanie Sergeant,
Megha Sanghavi, Tess Wiggins, Josianne
Payoute, Robert DiMartino, and Amaalah
Ogburn.

he Office of Human Resources
I closed out April with a standing
ovation for Hudson County Com-
munity College’s dedicated faculty and
staff at the annual STAR (Special Thanks
and Recognition) event, held on April 27,
2026. This cherished HCCC tradition rec-
ognizes employees celebrating milestone
years of service — from five years to 30
years of commitment to the College com-
munity.

Pictured from left: Julio Maldonado (25
years), Gilma Acosta (30 years), and Fred-
erick Medina (30 years).

The celebration was filled with heart-
felt tributes, shared memories, and ex-
pressions of gratitude honoring the indi-
viduals whose passion and dedication help
shape the student experience every day.
Colleagues gathered to reflect on accom-
plishments, celebrate careers of impact,
and recognize the lasting contributions of
those who make HCCC a welcoming and
vibrant community. The evening served as
a meaningful reminder that the College’s
success is built upon the talent, service,
and unwavering commitment of its fac-
ulty and staff.

Throughout the day, the children en-
joyed hands-on experiences, connected
with HCCC employees across units, and
gained a glimpse into the importance of
education, teamwork, and community. The
event concluded with laughter, inspira-
tion, and a well-earned treat, leaving par-
ticipants and employees alike with lasting
memories and a renewed sense of purpose.

ADMINISTRATIVE

PROFESSIONALS DAY

T Happy

R Do (essionaly
& - " Day y .

THANK JOU FOR ALL YOU pO2

Pictured from left: Stephanie Sergeant,
Megha Sanghavi, Sandra Aviles and Mirta
Sanchez.

nWednesday, April 22, the Office of
O Human Resources held a heartfelt

celebration of the College's
amazing administrative professionals!
Hosted in the Gabert Library Atrium, the
luncheon was a chance to relax, connect,
and show appreciation for those who keep
everything running smoothly behind the
scenes. Attendees enjoyed a delicious meal
served by the HR team and participated
in several teambuilding activities. It
was a joyful afternoon of gratitude and
camaraderie!
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CAI STUDENTS VISIT EATALY

A .

n May 12, 2026, Chef Katie Lewis
O chaperoned 16 of her CAI115 Food
Sanitation and Culinary Principles
students on a trip to Eataly. Students were

able to have a tour of the facility, meet with
staff, and sample the culinary offerings of

this famous eatery. For some students,
this was their first visit to New York City.
Students saw firsthand how the skills and
knowledge they learned in their course-
work contributed to the smooth operation
of a major event.

BUILDING A CULTURE OF CARE: MENTAL HEALTH

hosted Matthew Kolbusz, the
Director of ESL and Academic
Foundations and his
for a discussion and training
on mental health

team

referrals
and strategies for managing challenging
situations involving students. Staff shared
verypositive feedbackabout the experience
and appreciated the opportunity to learn
more about supporting students, as well
as the small gifts provided for attending.

The Mental Health Counseling &
Wellness Office invites other departments
and teams across the College to reach
out to Dr. Doreen Pontius at 201-360-

Farewell Celebration for Dr. Christopher Reber

Thursday, June 18

TRAINING SUPPORTS STUDENT SUCCESS

he Mental Health ]
Counseling & Wellness [B—_
Office (MHCW) recently o,

schedule

and conversations focused on student

4229 to similar trainings
wellness, support strategies, and reducing

the stigma surrounding mental health.

We also encourage classes and student
groups to visit the MHCW Office to meet
the team, learn about available wellness
resources, and continue normalizing
conversations around mental health and

help-seeking.

Celebrate Dr. Reber’s legacy of
student success and innovation
with a gift to his endowment in
support of future HCCC students.

3:00 p.m. - 6:00 p.m. | Remarks at 4:30 p.m.

Gabert Library -71 Sip Avenue, Atrium, 6th Floor. Jersey City, NJ

RSVP: tinyurl.com/DrReberCelebration
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MOVING FROM Al
ANXIETY TO AI FLUENCY

n April 24, Hudson County Com-
: munity College’s Al Strategy

and Governance Council hosted
“Moving from Al Anxiety to Al Fluency:
Preparing Students for an Al-Enabled
Workforce,” a College-wide professional
development event focused on building AI
fluency, confidence, and responsible use
of emerging technologies. The program
featured nationally recognized educator
and author Corinne Hoisington, Profes-
sor of Information Systems Technology at
Central Virginia Community College, who
shared practical insights on applying Al

. thoughtfully and effectively in teaching,
. student support, and everyday work.

L |

n Thursday, May 14, and
OFriday, May 15, Hudson County
Community College’s Theatre Arts
Program presented its Spring Theatre

i Festival, a vibrant showcase celebrating
. the creativity, talent, and hard work of
{ HCCC Theatre Arts students at the close

of the academic year.

REGISTER NOW

for Fall 2026 classes!

HCCC Offers Classes in Multiple Modalities
On-Campus, Online, Remote, Hybrid (On-Campus/
Online), Hybrid (Remote/Online), and Inmersive
Telepresence Video (ITV)

Students must register at least one day prior to the first
class meeting.
SESSIONS BEGIN:
Summer |l

Summer Il - Online B

Fall 2026 - Online A

Fall 2026 - 7WK1

Fall 2026 - Quick Term
Fall 2026 - Online B

Fall 2026 - 7WK2

Wednesday, July 15, 2026
Monday, July 13,2026
August 28, 2026

August 31, 2026
September 18, 2026
October 27, 2026

October 28, 2026

Course Schedule available for viewing NOW at
www.hccc.edu/schedule!

APPLY NOW for Fall classes at www.hccc.edu/apply!

For more information on how to register, go to
https://www.hccc.edu/admissions/register-for-classes.html

For more information, contact: admissions@hccc.edu | text (732)
509-4222 | call (201) 714-7200



http://www.hccc.edu/schedule
http://www.hccc.edu/apply
https://www.hccc.edu/admissions/register-for-classes.html
mailto:admissions%40hccc.edu?subject=
https://app.smartsheet.com/b/form/019e6a9a441a720888b42a6e1739b999
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CONFERENCE COVERAGE

Capitol Hill Forum:

Hudson County Community College
(HCCC) participated in the Hispanic
Association of Colleges and Universities’
Annual National Capitol Forum on Higher
Education in Washington, D.C. As part of
this important gathering, HCCC joined
fellow Hispanic-Serving Institutions in
engaging in policy briefings and meeting
with congressional leaders on Capitol Hill
to advocate for the needs and success of

the students they serve.

HCCC CHEMISTRY AND

ENVIRONMENTAL CLUB EVENT

n April 30, 2026, the HCCC Chem-
O istry and Environmental Club

organized a fun and educational
event featuring the iodine clock reaction.
About 15 students attended, including
non-STEM majors who had the chance to
step into the lab and explore chemistry

firsthand.
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Dr. Joseph Caniglia (third from left), Executive Director of the North Hudson Campus, par-
ticipated in the final session of the one-year HACU Leadership Academy/La Academia de
Liderazgo in Washington, D.C. The program supports the professional growth of senior and
executive higher education leaders, including academic and student support professionals.
Pictured here with fellow members of the cohort, Dr. Caniglia joined colleagues from across
the country to strengthen leadership skills and advance institutional impact.

Dr. Joseph Caniglia (right), Executive .
Director of the North Hudson Campus, :
is pictured with Dr. Lamont Repollet,g
President of Kean University, during :
the final session of the yearlong HACU :

X
Leadership Academy/La Academia de :
Liderazgo in Washington, D.C. The program ' M A R @
provides a comprehensive leadership
development experience for executive :
and senior level professionals in higher YOUR 00000
education, fostering collaboration and : C

innovation across institutions.

Start-Up Events

COLLEGE SERVICE DAY
Tuesday, August 25, 2026

ALL COLLEGE ADJUNCT FACULTY
ORIENTATION
Wednesday, August 26, 2026

CONVOCATION
Thursday, August 27, 2026

Culinary Conference Center
161 Newkirk Street

Students watched the dramatic color : Jersey City, NJ

change happen in real time and learned :
how chemical reactions connect to envi- :
ronmental processes around us. Overall,
the event was an engaging experience that
helped students enjoy chemistry and see
its importance in everyday life. '

Classes begin
Friday, August 28
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CONTINUING EDUCATION & WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT NEWS _

On April 21, 2026, Hudson County
Community College made history!

We are extremely excited to celebrate
a monumental milestone — the inaugural
cohortof the NJ Film Academyhas officially
completed the film certification program!
This is a groundbreaking achievement for
11 incredibly talented men and women,
who are prepared to enter the industry
with technical knowledge, interpersonal
skills, and passion!

The students mastered Script to
Screen and excelled in Production Office,
Coordinating, and Management, showing
unstoppable dedication, creativity, and
enthusiasm. They are equipped to shine
in the booming film and entertainment
industry, which is re-invigorating New
Jersey as a vibrant hub of cinematic
innovation.

This Join us in celebrating our pioneering
not only showcases their students, where the future of film starts
brilliance but also highlights New Jersey’s here at Hudson County Community
rising status as a powerhouse in film and  College!

entertainment. The future is bright, and

we are thrilled to watch these trailblazers

inspire, create, and leave their mark on the

industry.

extraordinary accomplishment

individual

CONTINUING EDUCATION UPCOMING PROGRAMS

NICET LEVEL Il HIGHWAY CONSTRUCTION INSPECTION
CERTIFICATE PREP COURSE (ONLINE)

Mondays and Wednesdays

Monday, June 1, 2026, through Monday, July 6, 2026

6:30 p.m. - 9:30 p.m. | Price: $375
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/nicet-level-iii-highway-

BAKESHOP 101: INTRO TO CLASSIC FRENCH PASTRY
(IN-PERSON)

Saturday, June 6, 2026 | 10:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m.

Instructor: Chef Enmely Soriano | Price: $85
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/bakeshop-101-intro-to-
classic-french-pastry-tickets-19900383683307aff=oddtdtcr

WELCOME TO COMPUTER BASICS SPRING 2026
(IN-PERSON)

Saturdays | June 13, 2026, through June 27, 2026

9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. | Instructor: Navin Shievdayal

Price: $170
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/welcome-to-

construction-inspection-certificate-prep-course-registration-
19828853574822aff=oddtdtcreator

FROM IDEA TO DIRECTION: DESIGNING YOUR BUSINESS
BEFORE YOU BUILD IT (REMOTE)

Mondays and Thursdays | June 1,2026, through June 25,2026
6:30 p.m.-9:30 p.m. | Instructor: Chastity Farrell | Price: $350
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/from-idea-to-direction-
designing-your-business-before-you-build-it-registration-
19871076013272aff=oddtdtcreator

STARTING A BUSINESS: CLARIFY AND VALIDATE YOUR
BUSINESS IDEA (REMOTE)

Tuesdays and Thursdays | June 2, 2026, through June 25, 2026
6:30 p.m.-9:30 p.m. | Instructor: Chastity Farrell | Price: $350
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/turn-your-ideas-into-a-side-

computer-basics-spring-2026-registration-
19825444498182aff=oddtdtcreator

eator

MICROSOFT OFFICE EXCEL ADVANCED LEVEL (IN-PERSON)
Mondays (6 Sessions) | June 8, 2026, though, July 13, 2026
6:30 p.m.-9:30 p.m. | Instructor: Navin Shievdayal |Price: $185
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/microsoft-office-excel-
advanced-level-registration-19825426253617aff=oddtdtcre
ator

THAI FUSION COOKING CLASS (IN-PERSON)

Saturdays, June 13,2026 | 4:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.

Instructor: Chef Puk | Price: $95
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/thai-fusion-cooking-class-
tickets-1990098541309?aff=oddtdtcreator

MONDAY.COM TIPS, TRICKS & BEST PRACTICES

(LIVE WEBINAR)

Tuesday, June 9, 2026 | 6:00 p.m.- 10:00 p.m.

Instructor: Susan Serradilla-Smarth | Price: $75
https.//www.eventbrite.com/e/mondaycom-tips-tricks-best-
practices-live-webinar-registration-1987152748363aff=0d
dtdtcreator

CUBITA CULINARY TAKEOVER (IN-PERSON)
Wednesdays, June 17,2026 | 6:00 p.m. - 9:30 p.m.
Instructor: Chef Gus Gutierrez | Price: $90
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/cubita-culinary-takeover-
tickets-1990100955530%aff=oddtdtcreator

SABOR DE ESPANA: SPANISH DATE NIGHT (IN-PERSON)

hustle-or-business-registration-19897643527421aff=o0ddtd
tereator

FOR MORE INFORMATION, CONTACT:

Saturday, June 2h, 2026 | 6:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m.

Instructor: Chef Michael Rego | Price: $95
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/sabor-de-espana-spanish-
date-night-tickets-1990097075926?aff=oddtdtcreator

GRANTS MANAGEMENT 101 (REMOTE)

Tuesdays | June 9, 2026, through July 28, 2026

6:30 p.m.-8:30 p.m. | Price: $150
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/grants-management-101-
registration-1984768051671?aff=oddtdtcreator

School of Continuing Education and Workforce Development 161 Newkirk Street, Room E504, Jersey City, NJ 07306

(201) 360-4224/5358 | CE@hccc.edu
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ALUMNI CORNER

Anthony J. Geremonte, Esq.

A.S., Summa Cum Laude, Criminal Justice

HCCC Class of 2016

Anthony is a Junior Partner at the law firm Kiczek & Kapish, LLC.

What brought you to HCCC? HCCC
came to my high school and held an
informational seminar. I liked their pitch
and felt that the College aligned with my
goals and interests. No one in my family
held a degree higher than high school. So,
community college seemed like the best
starting point for me.

What made HCCC the right choice

for you?

Once I saw the programs they offered and
their willingness to help students at every
point in their journey, I was sold. The
professors have been and continue to be
my biggest supporters. They told everyone,
not only me, that we could accomplish
anything we put our minds to.

What were your next steps after HCCC?
After graduating HCCC, I was accepted
into NJCU. I graduated from NJCU with
my bachelor's degree and sought out
employment. I knew I had an interest in
law from my various classes at HCCC and
NJCU. So, I got ajob as alegal assistant at a
Hudson County law firm. It was from there
I applied to and was accepted into New
York Law School. I graduated with my JD,
took the bar exam, passed, and was sworn
in as the first attorney in my family.

What made you interested in pursuing

a career as a lawyer?

Professor Cathie Seidman had a huge
impact on my interest in the legal field. She
herself was an attorney for many years.
She would tell me stories about her time
both as an attorney and as a law student. It
was those conversations that drove me to
find a job in the legal field after graduating
NJCU.

What kind of law is your focus?

My legal practice primarily focuses on
real estate transactions, both residential
and commercial, estate planning, estate
administration, estate litigation, and
landlord-tenant disputes.

What interested you in this area of law?
I always enjoyed transactional legal work
because of how widely different it is from
litigation. In litigation, everyone is against
each other. In transactional law, everyone
is working together. Attorneys are
proposing innovative solutions rather than
filing motions and documents against each
other. Transactional law is also very client
heavy. Meaning, there are more meetings,
phone calls, and overall more interaction
with your client. You get to build a close
relationship with clients in transactional
that you sometimes miss in litigation.

What advice would you give to HCCC
students who are interested in a career
in the legal field?

My advice would be to use all of HCCC’s
resources at your disposal and try to get
as much exposure to the legal field as
possible. The world of an attorney is not
as it appears to be on television and film.
When you work in an actual legal setting,
you get to see the work for what it truly is.

What does your day look like as a lawyer
in this field (since you mentioned it is
not as it seems on TV)?

My day varies depending on many factors.
However, an average day looks like this: I
get in the office at 8:30 a.m. and respond to
emails that came in after hours and catch
up on some work I could not complete the
day before; I'll have a few meetings with
clients between 9:00 and 11:30 a.m. and
1:00 and 4:30 p.m. During that time I also
often have a real estate closing, conduct
an estate planning intake, perform a will
signing ceremony, file documents for estate
administration, file documents for estate
litigation, file documents for an eviction,
and delegate work to my staff.

What are some of your hobbies or
interests outside of law?

I am a huge history buff. I collect
memorabilia from WWII. I am also a comic
book collector and attend New York Comic
Con every year.
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Updated Alumni Web Pages:
Explore the updates and stay
connected—visit the pages here: _

https://www.hccc.edu/community/

alumni-services/index.html

«‘
Alumni

Benefits: ‘

—

With an Alumni Card, you can take
advantage of exclusive benefits
and stay connected to the HCCC
community! Details here: https://
www.hccc.edu/community/alumni-
services/index.html

Alumni

Giving: b

You can sponsor events, students,
or classes, or make an annual
contribution at a level that works for
you. Every gift,no matter the size,
makes a difference.

Giving is easy —visit

https://www.hccc.edu/communit
foundation/index.html#ways-to-give

to make your impact today!

The Alumni Association has
launched its new Instagram page!

Follow us at
@hccc_alumni


https://www.hccc.edu/community/alumni-services/index.html
https://www.hccc.edu/community/alumni-services/index.html
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Hudson County Community College
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Jeanette Pefia, Chair

Edward DeFazio, Esq., Vice Chair

Stacy Gemma, Secretary/Treasurer

Frank J. Gargiulo

Roberta Kenny

Vincent Lombardo

Joanne Rivera, Student Alumni Representative
Silvia Rodriguez

Lissa Santiago

Harold G. Stahl Jr.

Reverend Frances Teabout, D.Min.
Christopher M. Reber, Ph.D., College President

County Executive and
Board of County Commissioners

Craig Guy, County Executive
Anthony L. Romano, Jr., Chairperson
Fanny J. Cedefio, Vice-Chairperson
William P. 0'Dea, Chair Pro Temp
Yraida Aponte-Lipski

Robert P. Baselice

Albert J. Cifelli, Esq.

Kenneth Kopacz

(aridad Rodriguez

Celeste Williams

JOURNAL SQUARE CAMPUS
70 Sip Avenue

Jersey City, NJ 07306

Phone (201) 714-7100

NORTH HUDSON CAMPUS
4800 Kennedy Boulevard

Union City, NJ 07087

Phone (201) 360-4600

SECAUCUS CENTER

Located at the Frank J. Gargiulo Campus of the
Hudson County Schools of Technology

One High Tech Way

Secaucus, NJ 07094

Phone (201) 360-4388

FOLLOW US ON:

o[ BB

myhudson.hccc.edu
www.hccc.edu

Invest in the education
of an HCCC student by

making your gift of any
amount today.

he College hosted its first-ever

I Alumni Reunion on Thursday, May 7.
More than 70 graduates returned to
campus to reconnect, strengthen alumni
engagement, and celebrate the College’s
legacy and impact across generations. At-

tendees enjoyed a welcoming reception,
remarks from College and Alumni Associ-

Volume 28, ISSUE 6

ALUMNI REUNION

ation leadership, and interactive activities
that fostered institutional pride and con-
nection throughout the evening.

Three distinguished alumnae in Culinary
Arts, Education, and STEM inspired at-
tendees with “Lightning Talks” of their
HCCC experiences, discussing how they
balanced motherhood and coursework,
learned a new language, and developed
successful careers in their respective fields.

The College used the event to introduce
its Athletics program, which will begin
competition in Fall 2026 with men’s and
women’s basketball.

ALUMNI JOB FAIR

he Hudson County Community Col-

I lege Alumni Association and Alumni
Relations partnered with Career and
Transfer Pathways Continuing Education

and Workforce Development to host an
Alumni Job Fair on April 21. The Fair fea-
tured more than 25 employers, and nearly
200 alumnl attended.

50 FACES OF ALUMNI

As part of the 50th Anniversary of Hud-
son County Community College, we intro-
duce and celebrate our 50 Faces of Alumni:
Fifty and Forward. This campaign focuses
on the importance of Alumni to the Col-
lege, the workforce, and community by
highlighting 50 Alumni in various fields,
levels of achievement, and from differ-
ent backgrounds who have studied at the
College. “50 Faces” can be seen online at

https://www.hccc.edu/community/alum-
ni-services/50-faces/index.html

Alumni Association 2026 Meetings
+ Tuesday, July 7, 6:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.

Catherina Mirasol

Founder & Consultant,
Project 5356

+ Tuesday, September 15, 6:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.
All meetings are held at 81 Sip Avenue, Multipurpose Room, Jersey City or virtually.

Alumni Association Events:

If you are interested in attending these events, please email us at alumni@hccc.edu
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